NAPOLEON:  THE LAST PHASE
declared the letter to be genuine.   But we do not implicitly trust Montholon.   We have, however, described the relations of Napoleon, as set forth by the chroniclers, to the imaginary Enghien letter.    We can hardly, then, acquit Napoleon of having been cognizant of these documents.   Las Cases, in his journal, constantly treats us to comet showers of asterisks, which he assures us represent conversations with Napoleon of the utmost moment and mystery. Possibly mystifications may have been concocted at these dark interviews, and if Las Cases kept any record of what then passed, it would be well to publish it. Nor is it easy to understand that the idolater would venture to take such liberties without at least a sign from the idol.   It must, moreover, be mentioned that an officer on board the Northumberland records that Napoleon was heard, in dictation to Las Cases, saying that he had received proofs of Enghien's innocence, and an application from Enghien for employment, after the Duke's execution.   Thiers, again, following the less emphatic opinion of M&ieval, positively declares that there can be no doubt, from the evidence of the style, that the letter to Murat was composed by the Emperor.   This is a damning admission, if the authority of Thiers be accepted, for no one can now believe that that letter was written on the alleged date. On the other hand, Thiers is by no means infallible. Moreover, is it possible, to put things on the lowest ground, that Napoleon would associate himself with tricks so certain of discovery?   Unless, indeed, what is not impossible, he allowed them to be launched, careless of the future, or of the verdict of history, in order to produce a momentary impression in his favor; just as he is said in the days of his power to have
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